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The Labour Party manifesto is framed around change, stability and rebuilding the UK.
Labour set out five missions in order to accomplish this: high growth, clean energy,
crime reduction, reforming education and investing in the NHS. 

Each mission has a set of targets and policies. The “First Steps” promised are:

Deliver economic stability1.
Cut NHS waiting times2.
Launch a new border security command3.
Set up Great British Energy 4.
Crack down on antisocial behaviour5.
Recruit 6500 new teachers6.

Jabeer Butt OBE says:

In 2016 we warned of the likely disproportionate and negative impact on Black, Asian
and minoritised ethnic families of the roll out of Universal Credit. Therefore, we were
not surprised when subsequent analysis showed more families from these communities,
whose finances were already fragile, were sunk further into poverty. More recently, we
reported that households of Black, Asian and minoritised ethnic backgrounds were more
likely to have emerged from the Covid-19 pandemic in debt. 

Many will have looked to the Labour Party manifesto to see how it was going to address
this rise in poverty, directly attributed to freezing our capping of benefits, but will have
found little to cheer. Whilst the commitment to a new Race Equality Act is welcome, if
this is not going to be accompanied by ending measures such as the two-child cap, it is
difficult to see how the lives of families from Black, Asian and minoritised ethnic
backgrounds will be improved. 

Ethnic pay gap monitoring may nudge some employers to address inequality in their
remuneration, but as the majority of people of Black, Asian and minoritised ethnic
backgrounds do not work for employers covered by this measure, it is unlikely to have a
direct impact.

If Labour is elected, we will be calling again for the ending of the two child cap and real
terms increases in benefits as part of a comprehensive race equality strategy.



National security

Labour wants to invest in the armed forces and strengthen the approach to state
and non-state-backed terrorism.  

Secure borders

Labour are promising to reduce illegal migration through targeting criminal gangs
and strengthening border security, clear the asylum application backlog, speed up
deportations, as well as working to address the humanitarian crises that drive
people to seek refuge. They have also pledged to scrap the Rwanda scheme. 



Economic stability

Labour have pledged a balanced budget and to reduce debt as a share of the
economy. While they have promised “no return to austerity”, they stress the need to
“balance” public investment against rebuilding public finances. They are committed
to an inflation target of two percent. 

Labour wants to cut the cost of energy, food, housing and childcare. They also want
to introduce breakfast clubs in all primary schools, while not increasing taxes on
“working people.” 

Labour aims to boost economic growth by managing government spending well,
partnering with the private sector, creating a wealth fund to invest in the economy,
planning reform and devolution. They have said their approach is based on
“securonomics”, meaning “active, smarter government” rather than large amounts
of public spending. 

Labour wants to bring the railways into public ownership gradually and to reform rail
transport through the creation of “Great British Rail” in order to deliver better
services. They have also promised to regulate AI. 

They also want to build 1.5 million homes over the next parliament, pledging “the
biggest increase in social and affordable house building in a generation.” This will be
achieved through planning reform and supporting councils and housing associations
and curbing the right to buy. They have also promised a mortgage guarantee scheme
to support first-time buyers. 

Labour have promised to reduce net migration by reforming the points-based
immigration system, restrictions on visas, and by linking immigration and skills
policy. They have promised to prioritise migration that meets skills shortages. They
have also promised to reform the employment support system to encourage more
people into work, including people with disabilities. They want to establish a “youth
guarantee” of access to training, an apprenticeship, or support to find work for all
18- to 21-year-olds.

Labour also wants to improve workers’ rights by banning exploitative zero hours
contracts; ending fire and rehire; and strengthening protections for people on
parental leave, sick leave, and protection from unfair dismissal. They have also
pledged to raise the minimum wage and remove the age bands. 



Climate and energy

Labour have promised a “Green Prosperity Plan” funded through the national wealth
fund to create 650,000 jobs, deliver clean energy and meet net zero commitments. They
have also promised to work to “restore and protect” nature, improve access, plant new
forests and create new areas where nature can thrive. They want to reduce waste and
move to a “circular economy.”

Take back our streets

Labour have promised more neighbourhood police, stricter criminal penalties, specific
action on knife crime and rape, and investment in “Youth Hubs”. They are promising to
take a preventative approach to violence, prioritising victims of crime, build more
prisons and reduce reoffending. 

The knife crime policies include referring every young person caught in possession of a
knife to a Youth Offending Team and a mandatory plan to prevent reoffending. They also
want to introduce a new crime of exploiting young people and to improve support for
vulnerable young people to prevent them being drawn into crime. Labour have also
pledged new legal safeguards on strip-searching children and young people.

Labour wants to place a legal duty of candour on public servants and authorities, and
provide legal aid for victims of disasters or state related deaths. They have also
promised a new Windrush Commissioner. 



Break down the barriers to opportunity

Labour have promised to recruit “6,500 new expert teachers in key subjects” along
with 3,000 new primary school-based nurseries, free breakfast clubs in every primary
school and reforms to the curriculum and apprenticeships. They have promised to
“transform” the education system to provide opportunities for young people and
raise employment, including reviewing the apprenticeship levy. Labour have also
promised to review Universal Credit, end dependency on food banks, reduce child
poverty and review parental leave. 

Labour also wants to abolish no fault evictions, enable renters to challenge rent
increases and raise standards in private rented housing. They also want to improve
building safety, reform leasehold and work towards ending homelessness. 

Labour says they want to support children in care, “including through kinship, foster
care, and adoption, as well as strengthening regulation of the children’s social care
sector.” They also want to support more children to study creative subjects and
improve access to sport.

Respect and opportunity for all

Labour have promised to enact the socio-economic duty in the Equality Act 2010.

Labour wants to introduce a landmark Race Equality Act, to enshrine in law the full
right to equal pay for Black, Asian, and other ethnic minority people, strengthen
protections against dual discrimination and root out other racial inequalities. Labour
will also reverse the Conservatives’ decision to downgrade the monitoring of
antisemitic and Islamophobic hate.

They have also promised to introduce disability and ethnicity pay gap reporting for
large employers, to enact a “trans-inclusive” ban on conversion practices and to
reform the gender recognition process. 



NHS fit for the future

Labour have promised to cut NHS waiting times, speed up cancer scans, action on
dentistry, 8500 more mental health staff and the “return of the family doctor”. They
have also said the NHS will continue to be “publicly owned and publicly funded” and
with a focus on prevention, long-term conditions and major conditions. 

Labour also wants to deliver the New Hospitals Programme, the workforce plan and to
reform procurement and regulation to drive innovation. They have also promised to
set an explicit target to close the Black and Asian maternal mortality gap, to
implement the Cass Review, and to “train thousands more GPs” while establishing a
greater role for community pharmacies and trialling “Neighbourhood Health Centres.”

Labour wants to provide 700,000 more urgent dental appointments and recruit new
dentists to areas of greatest need. They have pledged to reform the dental contract
and to shift it toward prevention and the retention of NHS dentists. Labour also wants
to introduce a supervised tooth-brushing scheme for 3- to 5-year-olds, targeting the
areas of highest need.

Labour have promised to create a National Care Service, “underpinned by national
standards, delivering consistency of care across the country” and promoting
independent living. 

Labour highlighted that “The operation of the Mental Health Act discriminates against
Black people who are much more likely to be detained than others.” They promise to
“modernise legislation to give patients greater choice, autonomy, enhanced rights
and support, and ensure everyone is treated with dignity and respect throughout
treatment.”

Labour have also pledged further curbs on smoking, vapes and junk food together
with improving online safety and reducing harm from gambling. 



Reducing health inequalities 

Labour have promised to “tackle the social determinants of health, halving the gap in
healthy life expectancy between the richest and poorest regions in England. Never
again will women’s health be neglected. Labour will prioritise women’s health as we
reform the NHS. We are currently on the cusp of eradicating new cases of HIV. Labour
will commission a new HIV action plan in England, in pursuit of ending HIV cases by
2030.”

Serving the country

Labour have pledged political reforms, including votes at 16, Lords reform and Votes at
16. 

Britain reconnected

Labour have promised to retain membership of NATO and the UK’s nuclear weapons.
They have also promised that the UK will continue to be a member of the European
Convention on Human Rights. Labour will continue support for Ukraine and action on
Russia while promising an “audit” of the UK’s relationship with China. 

Labour have pledged to “push for an immediate ceasefire, the release of all hostages,
the upholding of international law, and a rapid increase of aid into Gaza. Palestinian
statehood is the inalienable right of the Palestinian people. It is not in the gift of any
neighbour and is also essential to the long-term security of Israel. We are committed to
recognising a Palestinian state as a contribution to a renewed peace process which
results in a two-state solution with a safe and secure Israel alongside a viable and
sovereign Palestinian state.”


